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executive secretary of the Na- 
tional Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People, 
called The Commercial Appeal 
at 7:05 last night to ask about 
Dr. King’s condition. 

When told the civil rights 
leader was dead and asked to 
intake a statement, Mr. Wilkins 
.asked, “.He's what . . . he’s 
[what . . .'he’s what . . . he's 
what , . . he’s what?” 

Stunned, Mr. Wilkins then 
said, “I’m sorry, I can’t make 
any other statement at this 
time." 
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Wilkins Is Stunned 
At News Of Death . f 

| Roy Wilkins of New York, 



NEW YORK, Anril laf — 
(AP) — The NAACP’s Roy 
Wilkins said late Thursday 
that "Tennessee Gov. Buford 
Ellington made the wrong 
move tonight" in calling back 
the National Guard into Mem- 
phis, where Dr. Martin Luther 
King was assassinated. 
“Somebody gave him a bum 
steer.” 

Wilkins explained, “He put 
4,000 men in Memphis . . . 
soldiers with rifles. Now this 
doesn’t say to the Negro com- 
munity that we know vcu’.e 
sorrowful and sad, and that 
you've lost a great man, and 
that we too have lost a great 
man. 

“This says, ‘We’re gonna put 
4,000 soldiers there to see that 
you behave yourself.’ This is 
the wrong psychological move. 

“And I’m not afraid,” Wil- 
kins added in a CBS television 
interview, “and not intimidat- 
ed to saying it on the air . . . 

“For a governor to send 
'1.000 troops in there an hour 
after a man is shot, this simply 
exaccerbatcs the whole situa- 



